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(Dair al-Malak Ghubriyal, Deir al-Malak Ghubriyal, Deir al-Naglun)
Possible 4th century origin, with foundations of the 5th century.

In July, 1991, twelve skeletons were discovered about 150 meters southwest
of the monastery. They showed signs of severe mutilation

100 rock hewn hermitages discovered in the area.

more than one thousand manuscripts, some on parchment. Written in Greek,
Coptic and Arabic, they attest to the great vitality of the monastery at least up
until the 13th century
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11th century paintings portraying the Archangel Gabriel, Saint Mercurius and
Saint George - Other recently revealed paintings include the Holy Virgin,
Christ, Saint Bisada and Saint Simeon the Stylite. In addition, the central apse
was adorned with a painting of the Holy Virgin and the Apostles, and some of
this artwork could be assigned to an even earlier period than the 11th

century.
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Remains of 4th century monastery on valley floor at EI-Rayan — reported to
have been over 4000 monks in this area in 4 and 5th centuries
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