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> Commander of the eorvette required soundings
tanker before risking goinz alongside, s0 he lent me
I & lead-lire and soundings were made 211 round the

somebody was

still running and propellers going a% sbout half spesd, Ghe had

apnarently made a bed of sand adjacent to her which only allowad

tne corvatie to approach stem to stem., The tanker was sblaze from

stern forvard covering the complete engine-room deck structure

( engines aft) and the lold next forward to the engine-room had

axploded and was well sblazey with flames thirty feet high.

I estimate that from aft, one third of the ship was ablaze, When

Liie corvette got her fo'castle alongside the fo'eastle of the tanler,

it was obvious that our pumps would not reach to the aft of the

tanker. Therefore, there was one alternative as the forward part

end amldships were not alight, and that was to toke the pumps aboard

the tanker to the blazing held. time, the next forward hold

axploded and {lames i 440 feet
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el pleased at the whole Coapany's
\ fs':azur;"r.zs‘:r resdy on the quay, .ut the main work
was done by the crees wnder Lt, Batten,

- P xa:fmx like to zention L8, Gsttlem's efflciency
and soalecontral throughout the whole procsiurs and espetielly

ivioor of the men, polnting out Spl Reed, $pl Hodzaon,
Cpl duwldd and Cpl bales 1IN partieular, who directed the foem guns
Tete the hatebhes at great risk,
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